Introduction
it was proposed to compensate groundnut culti-
vators by the grant of a specified sum as subsidy.
In order to provide the necessary funds for this,
resort would be had to the rebates now being
levied by the Central Grovernment at the rate of
25 shillings per ton on South Indian shipments
and 15 shillings per ton on Bombay shipments.
In view of these developments the opinions
expressed in the text of this book need consi-
derable modification. But these in no way affect
the general conclusion that the author has
derived in regard to the regressiveness of freight
rales on groundnuts. On the other hand, they
only strengthen his case for rate reductions
and preferential treatment as the incidence of
freight is bound to work greater hardship with
the fall in prices,
The need for including a section on "Rice" is
obvious, as India, besides being one of the
largest rice-producing countries, is a large im-
porter of foreign rice, principally from Burma.
In the decennium ending 1935-36 there was an
acreage of nearly 80 millions under this crop
in India, whereas the figures for Madras Presi-
dency alone amounted to nearly 9-8 millions. In
1937-38 the percentage under this crop to the
total area under all crops was 27-5. India is,,
however, on balance, a net importer of rice. The
export figures given in the text of the book refer
1o a ten-year period ending 1935-36, i.e., prior
to the separation of Burma. The imports^ of
Burmese rice have been continually increasing
and the position as it affects,this Presidency has
been clearly described, A short historical sketch
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